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Program or Area(s) of Study under Review:  Political Science 
 
Term/Year of Review:  Spring 2020 
 
 
Summary of Program Review:  

 
A.  Major Findings  

1. Strengths:  
�x Steady satisfaction of student demand 
�x High quality instruction and consistent pedagogy across program 
�x Retention, completion, and productivity averages higher than institutional averages 
�x Diverse trimodal instructional delivery of core survey course 

 
2. Areas for Improvement:  

�x In need of PLO assessment 
�x Increase productivity by ascertaining proper combination of instructional modality and 

course offerings 
 

3. Projected Program Growth, Stability, or Viability:  
�x Program stable and anticipated to remain so. 
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Program Review Report   

 
This report covers the following program, degrees, certificates, area(s) of study, and courses (based on the 
Taxonomy of Programs on file with the Office of Academic Affairs):   

 
 

Program 
Political 
Science 

Area of Study   
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I. PROGRAM DATA 
 
A. Demand 

 
1. Headcount and Enrollment 

 
 
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

RPIE Analysis:  The number of students enrolled (headcount) in the Political Science 
Program decreased by 5.3% over the past three years, while headcount across the 
institution decreased by 8.4%.  Similarly, enrollment within the Political Science Program 
decreased by 6.6%, while enrollment across the institution decreased by 10.9%. 
 
Enrollment in the following courses changed by more than 10% (±10%) between 2016-
2017 and 2018-2019: 
  

Course with enrollment increase:
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 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018
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B. Momentum  

 
1. Retention and Successful Course Completion Rates 

  
Retention Rates 

(Across Three Years) 
Successful Course Completion Rates 

(Across Three Years) 

 Level Rate 

 Course Rate vs.  
Program Rate 

Rate 

Course Rate vs.  
Program Rate 

Above Below Above Below 

POLI-120 91.7% -- -- 76.9% -- -- 
POLI-121 100% X  100% X  
POLI-125 82.4%  X 69.4%  X 
POLI-135 98.6% X  89.2% X  
POLI-140 96.3% X  90.2% X  
POLI-145 93.3% X  80.0% X  



7 
 

(14.7%).  This figure represents the proportion of non-passing grades assigned to students 
(i.e., grades of D, F, I, NP).   
 
The following Political Science Program courses claimed differences (between retention 
and successful course completion) that exceeded 10%:   

o POLI-120 (14.8%) 
o POLI-145 (13.3%) 
o POLI-125 (13.0%) 

 
  

Program Reflection:  
RETENTIONS/COMPLETION REFLECTIONS 

�x According to RPIE, the data show that for the past 3 years, the retention rate AND the successful 
course completion rate for the Political Science Program was significantly higher than the comparable 
rate at the institutional level. 

�x As can be expected, course level data show variation around average program rates; during this time 
period PS125 was below program averages while 135/140 were higher. Those numbers have 
consistently varied since we begin programs review, however, should this particular pattern appear 
again, then perhaps that would require course level inquiries. 

�x The spread between retention and completion mirrored institutional data and so nothing significant 
noted. 
 

 
2. Student Equity  

 Retention Rates 
(Across Three Years) 

Successful Course Completion Rates

 







10 
 

RPIE Analysis: The number of AA-T degrees conferred by the Political Science Program 
decreased by 25% between 2016-2017 and 2018-2019.  Over the same period, the 
number of AA-T degrees conferred by the institution increased by 22%. 
 
The Political Science Program accounted for 6.8% of the AA-T degrees conferred in 2016-
2017, 6.3% in 2017-2018, and 4.2% of those conferred in 2018-2019.  
 
For all three years, the average time to degree is not reported due to small cohort size.   
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B. Degrees and Certificates+  

Degree or Certificate 
& Title 

Implementation 
Date 

 
Has 

Documentation 
Yes/No 

In Need of Revision+ 
and/or  
Missing 

Documentation 
& Academic Year 

To Be 
Archived*  

(as Obsolete, 
Outdated, or 

Irrelevant) 
& Academic 

Year 

No Change 

AA-T Political Science N/A Y   x 
      

*As of fall 2018, discontinuance or archival of degrees or certificates must go through the Program 
Discontinuance or Archival Task Force.   

+Degrees and Certificates cannot be implemented until the required courses in them are approved and active.   

 
Program Reflection:  
 CURRICULUM REFLECTION 

�x Everything is in order in the program 
�x The curriculum is in keeping with standard 2-year colleges PS program: American Government along 

with International Relations, Comparative Politics, and Political Theory.  An additional elective, not 
common at most 2-year colleges is also available: PS 145 – International Political Economy 

�x Do not anticipate any additional curriculum going forward. 
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III. LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT 
 
A. Status of Learning Outcomes Assessment 

Learning Outcomes Assessment at the Course Level 
 

 Number of Courses  
with Outcomes Assessed  

Proportion of Courses  
with Outcomes Assessed 

Number of Courses Over Last  
4 Years 

Over Last  
6 Years 

Over Last  
4 Years 

Over Last  
6 Years 

5 4 4 80% 80% 
 
Learning Outcomes Assessment at the Program/Degree/Certificate Level 
 

Degree/Certificate 
Number of 
Outcomes* 

Number of  
Outcomes Assessed  

Proportion of  
Outcomes Assessed 

Over Last  
4 Years 

Over Last  
6 Years 

Over Last  
4 Years 

Over Last  
6 Years 
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IV. PROGRAM PLAN 
 

Based on the information included in this document, the program is described as being in a state of:   
     
  Viability 

 Stability 

 Growth
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�x There is currently one-full time faculty (w/o reassignment) and two adjunct faculty working in 
the PS program 

�x Resources are satisfactory to carrying out program plan 
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V. PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
 

A. Recent Improvements 
�x Upgraded texts 

 
B. Effective Practices   

�x Breadth of modalities 
�x Cross-disciplinary and experiential exposure 
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Feedback and Follow-up Form 
 
Completed by Supervising Administrator:  
Robert Van Der Velde, Senior Dean, Arts 
& Sciences 

 
Date: 
5/1.2020 

 
Strengths and successes of the program, as evidenced by analysis of data, outcomes assessment, and 
curriculum: 
The main effort of the Political Science program is to provide general education course, where the program 
has achieved good student success (including strong success figures across demographic groups), due to 
excellent full-time and part-time faculty.  The program also has the AA-T degree which produces a small 
number of graduates each year.  As indicated, program has sufficient resources to achieve its goals. 

 
Areas of concern, if any: 
As noted above, program level outcome assessment has not been happening, and this should be remedied. In 
addition, POLI Courses Outlines of Record should be updated to reflect current textbooks (a non-substantive 
but necessary change). 
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