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A. How we know what we know? the nature of light and other electromagnetic waves. 
Instruments: reflecting, refracting (inc. binoculars), combination telescopes; radio 
telescopes; high energy (UV, X, Gamma) detectors. 

a. image formation, light-gathering-power, magnification, resolving power, 
atmospheric distortions and absorptions. 

b. the near future - 



 

 

Students are required to read the assigned textbook and separate handouts which are 
provided by the instructor. The students are expected to read and study their class notes 
regularly. In addition, two reading assignments are given -- one from Astronomy 
magazine and one from a library book.  

B. Writing Assignments 
Students will write a report on a magazine article and one on a library book. In class 


