
 

ENGL 203 - POETRY WORKSHOP 1 Course Outline 





a. assigning multiple short exercises to generate material; 
b. using readings and exercises to train students' perspective; 
c. helping students learn to expand exercises into finished poems using expansion 

and revision techniques. 
B. The Craft of Poetry 

a. The Line 
b. The Stanza 
c. Poetic Form 
d. Figures of Speech 
e. Narrative and Lyric Device 
f. Imagery 

C. The Workshop Process.  Students will learn the basic elements of creative writing 
workshop by focusing on: 

a. Listening to critiques of their work; 
b. reading the work of their fellow students closely and constructively; 
c. learning to provide constructive criticism; 
d. and synthesizing and making use of student feedback about their own work. 

D. Learn about contempory poetry by 
a. reading current journals and 
b. learning about publication. 

c.  

4. Methods of Instruction: 

Activity: In-class writing exercises 
Critique: Detailed comments by instructor on all poems the student turns in. 
Discussion: Students will be expected to discuss assigned works. 
Individualized Instruction: At least one, one-on-one conference with the Instructor about 
the students craft, and recommendations for future reading. 
Lecture: Weekly lectures on poetic craft that connect the weekly readings to the writing 
exercises being taught in class. 
Visiting Lecturers: When possible, visiting poets will be invited to the class to provide guest 
lectures on an aspect of poetic craft 
Other: Manuscript production, evaluation of written creative work, written quizzes, written 
final examinations and/or final portfolio, journals, presentations, workshop and class 
discussion. For example: Students will submit a portfolio manuscript of 20 pages of poetry 
demonstrating a thematic focus, vivid description, dramatic conflict and a coherent point of 
view. Students will write a reflective introductory essay of 2-3 pages where they analyze how 



Home Work -- Revised poems, readings and comments on other students' work 
Final Class Performance -- There will be an end of semester reading for all members of the 
class  
Letter Grade or P/NP  

7. Assignments: State the general types of assignments for this course under the following 
categories and provide at least two specific examples for each section.  

A. Reading Assignments 
-Each week students will be assigned a chapter on poetic craft and will be assigned 
several sample poems that reflect the week's skill. Students will also be required to read 
and respond to their peers' work as part of our weekly workshops. 
 
EXAMPLE: Typical Reading Assignment for a week includes: 
Chapter 1 ?Writing Poetry?  
?Images, Symbols and Figurative Language? 41 -48,  
Poetic Forms ? Sonnet 53-54, Pantoum 66 ? 67 and Prose Poem 68 -70 
?An Anthology of Poems? 74 -
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B. Other required materials/supplies.  

 


